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razilian botanist, ecologist, environmental consultant, translator, interpreter and writer

presently living in East Anglia, UK, Joaquina Pires-O’Brien was born Maria Joaquina

Pinheiro Pires, in Alegre, Espirito Santo, Brazil, on 30th March 1953, the second child
of a family of nine children. Her father was a stationary shop owner and a practicing lawyer, and
her mother a primary school teacher. She was married to her second husband in 1991, after

which she took her double-barrelled name.

In 1969 her family moved to Vitoria, the state capital, hoping that living nearby the only federal
university in the state would allow the children to gain access to higher education. By then her
mother had left teaching to become a postal worker and was able to secure a transfer to the
capital, while her father relocated his shop in the ‘bairro’ of Jucutuquara, which he ran with the
help of the eldest children. After she arrived in Vitoria, Joaquina first studied at Colégio
Estadual, where she was enrolled in the evening shift in order to be able to help her father in
the shop and her mother at home. In lieu of payment, Joaquina’s parents paid for her to attend
one of the English language schools called Yazigi. It was there that she found out about the
student exchange programmed known as AFS (American Field Service), which, unlike the
others, did not have a mandatory fee for parents. In August 1970, after passing through the
various stages of the selection process, she went to live with the family of Ronald and Anne
Streeter in West Hartford, Connecticut, USA, where she was enrolled as a senior at Conrad

High School, graduating with the class of 1971.



After returning to Brazil in July 1971 Joaquina still had to return to high school in Brazil to
attend the missing semester which was interrupted by the year spent as an exchange student in
the United States, in order to obtain a Brazilian secondary school certificate. In August 1972
she enrolled in the Biological Sciences programmed at Universidad Federal do Espirito Santo.
After Joaquina began her studies at the university she no longer worked at her father’s shop
although she carried on working as an English tutor and a supply teacher. At that time, she
became acquainted with the leftwing movement against the military dictatorship, which was
organised in a similar fashion as the French resistance during the Second World War. However,
did not take any active part in it due to her hectic schedule that required commuting by public

transport between the university campus and the high schools where she taught.

Joaquina’s higher education took a convoluted loop from 1974 when she left university in Brazil
and moved to the state of Washington, USA, following her marriage to an American Peace
Corp volunteer whom she had met the year before. In 1975 she got accepted by Central
Washington State College (CWSC) in Ellensburg. Her life as an undergraduate student in the
US was even more hectic than that of Brazil. In addition to the difficulties associated with
language and the need to work part time to pay for her tuition, in June 1976 she also gave birth
to a baby daughter. In spite of all these problems Joaquina enjoyed the academic environment at
CWSC where she cultivated several friends. In June 1977 she obtained her cum laude B.A.

degree.

In March 1978 Joaquina moved to Corvallis, Oregon, with her two and a half year old daughter,
in order to study for a master’s degree in Botany, at Oregon State University, financed by a
Brazilian educational grant from CAPES. After a waiting period of six months she secured a
place for her daughter at the Campus Day Care as well as accommodation at the married
student housing estate. In both she had many chances to meet other graduate students from all
over the world including many Brazilians. Joaquina describes Corvallis as having the perfect
academic atmosphere one could hope for in terms of courses and community. In April 1980

Joaquina completed her dissertation and moved back to Brazil.



> Education

Primary and Secondary

1959 - 1962 Ginasio Sagrada Familia, Alegre, E.S., Brazil

1963 Grupo Escolar Professor Lelis, Alegre, E.S., Brazil
1964 - 67 Ginasio Sagrada Familia, Alegre, E.S., Brazil

1968 Colégio Estadual A. Aguiar, Alegre, E.S., Brazil
1969 Colégio Estadual, Vitoria, E.S., Brazil

1970 Colégio Americano de Vitéria, Vitoria, E.S., Brazil
1970 - 71 Conard High School, West Hartford, Conn. USA
1971 Colégio Americano de Vitoéria, Vitoria, E.S., Brazil

Higher Education - Undergraduate

08.1972 — 06.1974. Universidade Federal do Espirito Santo, Biological Sciences Department,

09.1975 — 06.1977. Central Washington State College, Department of Biology, Ellensburg,
Washington, U.S.A. B.A. (Cum Laude); double major : Botany.

Higher Education — Graduate School

03.1979 — 04.1980. Oregon State University, Department of Botany & Plant Pathology,
Corvallis, Oregon, U.S.A. M.Sc.; major: Botany; minor: combined (Statistics & Genetics).

10.1988 — 04.1991. University College London, Department of Biology & Plant Pathology,
London, UK and The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, UK. PhD.

> Professional Affiliations

The Linnaean Society of London
Chartered Institute of Linguists (London) - 020505
National Registration of Public Service Interpreters (London) - 12568

American Translators Association (Alexandria, VA) - 241306
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